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Classified  By:  CDA  JAMES  T.  HEG,  Reasons  1.5  (B)  AND  (D) 

l.(SBU)  Ruling  Jamaica  Labour  Party  (JLP)  candidate  Daryl 
Vaz  easily  defeated  the  opposition  People's  National  Party 
(PNP)'s  Kenneth  Rowe  in  a key  by-election  in  the  district  of 
West  Portland  on  March  23.  Vaz  now  will  retake  his  seat  in 
Parliament,  thus  preserving  the  JLP 1 s narrow  31-28  majority. 
He  captured  7,915  votes,  or  58  percent  of  the  total,  to 
Rowe's  5,626,  or  41  percent  of  the  total,  with  a handful  of 
votes  going  to  the  Rastafarian  candidate  Astor  Black.  As 
noted  reftel  (A) , such  a convincing  win  in  West  Portland 
should  put  the  JLP  in  a stronger  position  in  three  other 
districts  in  which,  as  a result  of  ongoing  legal  challenges 
(reftels),  sitting  JLP  Members-of-Parliament  (MPs)  may  face 
by-elections  in  coming  months: 

--  North  East  St.  Ann  (Shahine  Robinson); 

— North  East  St.  Catherine  (Gregory  Mair); 

--  and  North  West  Clarendon  (Michael  Stern) . 

Reactions  from  Leadership 


2.(SBU)  Prime  Minister  (PM)  Bruce  Golding,  his  cabinet,  and 
other  senior  JLP  officials  had  campaigned  tirelessly  on  Vaz ' s 
behalf  in  West  Portland  over  the  last  two  weeks.  For  her 
part,  the  charismatic  Opposition  Leader  Portia  Simpson  Miller 
(PSM)  had  maintained  a high-profile  on  Rowe's  behalf,  going 
door-to-door  throughout  the  district.  Although  limited  to 
one  of  Jamaica's  smaller  constituencies,  the  contest  clearly 
had  taken  on  national  dimensions.  Speaking  after  the  results 
had  been  announced,  Golding  thanked  the  people  of  West 
Portland  "for  the  resolve  they  have  shown,"  and  said  "the  PNP 
must  now  hug  up  to  the  results  of  the  elections . " Speaking 
on  national  radio  on  March  24,  PNP  General  Secretary  Peter 
Bunting  attributed  the  PNP ' s defeat  to  "a  number  of  factors," 
including  "the  short  time-frame  of  the  campaign."  On  the 


same  program,  JLP  Minister  of  Industry  and  Commerce  Karl 
Samuda  extolled  his  party's  "impeccable  organization, 
confidence,  and  positive  image"  which  had  led  to  victory. 

The  JLP ' s Momentum 


3.(C)  Samuda  has  a point:  in  three  successive  contests  ) 
the  September,  2007  national  election,  subsequent  local 
elections,  and  now  the  West  Portland  by-election  ) the  JLP 
has  employed  organizational  skills  and  media  savvy  to  secure 
victories,  while  the  PNP  has  relied  almost  entirely  on  PSM's 
charisma  to  attract  voters.  In  North  East  St.  Catherine  and 
North  West  Clarendon,  the  JLP 1 s support  base  may  not  be  as 
strong  as  in  West  Portland;  however,  for  the  moment  the  party 
clearly  has  momentum  on  its  side. 
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